


A multi-session webinar 
series supported emerging 
food entrepreneurs 

Content archived on 
YouTube for ongoing access 

SPOTLIGHT: WHAT MOVED BECAUSE THE COUNCIL EXISTS

EQUITY & REGIONAL REACH VOICE FROM THE COUNCIL

ALIGNMENT WITH STATEWIDE GOALS

Food pantries moved from 
ideas to implementation 

Local food rescue plans 
supported by targeted 

mini-grants 

Good Food Access Funds 
supported new bulk foods section 
and smoothie bar installation at 

existing natural food store 

1 of 21 awards made statewide 
through competitive application 

process  

DIRECT
INVESTMENT

Council membership and participation spanned the 4 
counties prior to expansion, ensuring regional 
perspectives shape decisions. In 2025, we expanded 
access through free education, practical funding tools, 
and resources designed for organizations serving 
residents most impacted by food insecurity. 

• Regional Food Systems Plan
• MN Region 4 Climate Action Plan
• MN Climate Action Framework

LOOKING AHEAD: 2026 MOMENTUM

THANKS TO OUR PARTNERS & FUNDERS:

• Launch an AI-powered funding research & grant training series for 
farmers 

• Expand our coordination footprint from 4 to 16 counties 
• Deepen regional collaboration with new tools, partners, and shared 

infrastructure 

LEARN MORE OR GET INVOLVED: MNFOODCOUNCIL.ORG

“We are building something with this 
council that is entirely approachable and 

founded on collaboration amongst 
multiple sectors—showing how it's not 

only possible but necessary to bridge the 
producer, processor, and consumer 

worlds.” - 2025 Food Council Member

WHAT CHANGED + WHAT’S NEXT

REGIONAL  
EDUCATION 
AT SCALE

SMALL FOOD
RETAIL INVESTMENT

FOOD 
RECOVERY
IN ACTION


